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COURSE DESCRIPTIONS
Course Numbering System
Course numbers appearing in this catalog follow a few basic guidelines.
Those numbered 1-1990 are primarily for freshmen, and those numbered
2000-2990 are primarily for sophomores. The number 2980 is reserved
for Directed Study - individual student research under the sponsorship
of an instructor. The number 2990 is reserved for Special Topics -
courses for which there is a temporary demand or courses offered on an
experimental basis.

Directed Studies and Special Topics
The 2980 and 2990 course numbers are available for each discipline with
the following common course descriptions:

2980 Directed Study 0.5-3 credit hours
8-45 Study Hours + 0 Lab Hours = 8-45 Classroom Hours

Directed Study is independent study within a subject area or at a subject
level not available in regular catalog courses. Faculty assistance in
planning and evaluation is required. No more than a total of twelve
semester hours Directed Study and Special Topics may apply to
an associate degree program. Directed Study may not be taken
Pass/No-Pass. Prerequisite: Approval by the instructor, the division
chairperson, and the Vice-President for Educational Services and Student
Development. Offered on demand.

2990 Special Topics 0.5-3 credit hours
8-45 Study Hours + 0 Lab Hours = 8-45 Classroom Hours

A course, seminar, or workshop within a subject area or at a subject level
not available in regular catalog courses. Consult current Schedule of
Classes for course title. No more than a total of twelve semester hours
of Special Topics and Directed Study may apply to an associate degree
program. Offered on demand.

Specially Arranged Courses
These courses are intended to give the student, through independent
study, the same experiences and knowledge that he/she would receive in
the regularly scheduled class.

Limitations and Conditions
1. Students may not enroll in more than two Independent Study courses

per semester.
2. Students will pay regular tuition and fees.
3. Instructors have the right to refuse to offer an Independent Study.
4. Students must obtain approval by the instructor before registering.
5. Students may not receive credit for more than four Independent

Study courses.

Semester Hours of Credit
Each semester credit hour of a regular academic course represents at
least 15 classroom hours and from two to three times as much outside
study. Each semester hour of a laboratory, internship, clinical experience
or practicum represents a minimum of 30 to 60 contact hours, with
additional outside study.

Prerequisite Courses
When related courses are offered in a series, with each subsequent
course building on knowledge and skills specifically covered in the
previous course, students may be required to complete the series in order.
In such cases, each course is a “prerequisite” for the following course; the
students are not allowed to skip ahead without demonstrating that they
have the ability to undertake advanced study.

Many courses list prerequisites or permission of instructor. It should
be noted that a student is responsible for insuring his/her success in
a course when a prerequisite is waived. It is not the responsibility of
the instructor. Students should also check with transfer institutions
concerning transferability of courses when a prerequisite was waived.

Course Scheduling
Many courses are offered every semester on the three campuses.
However, the college cannot guarantee that every course listed in
the catalog will appear on all of the semester and summer session
schedules.

Course Descriptions
On the following pages are the descriptions in alphabetical order by
prefix for credit courses offered by MPCC. Each course is described by
an alpha prefix and a number identification, followed by the course title,
semester credit hours, classroom hours, lecture hours, and CLIP hours
(clinical, laboratory, internship, practicum), if appropriate. The total credit
hours allocated to each course include hours generated through any
combination of lecture and/or CLIP hours in compliance with Nebraska
statutes.

A
• Accounting (ACCT) (https://catalog.mpcc.edu/course-catalog/

course-descriptions/acct/)
• Agriculture (AGRI) (https://catalog.mpcc.edu/course-catalog/course-

descriptions/agri/)
• Architectural Drafting and CAD Technology (ARCH) (https://

catalog.mpcc.edu/course-catalog/course-descriptions/arch/)
• Art (ARTS) (https://catalog.mpcc.edu/course-catalog/course-

descriptions/arts/)
• Auto Body Technology (AUTB) (https://catalog.mpcc.edu/course-

catalog/course-descriptions/autb/)
• Automotive Technology (AUTO) (https://catalog.mpcc.edu/course-

catalog/course-descriptions/auto/)
• Aviation (AVIA) (https://catalog.mpcc.edu/course-catalog/course-

descriptions/avia/)

B
• Biology (BIOS) (https://catalog.mpcc.edu/course-catalog/course-

descriptions/bios/)
• Building Construction Technology (BLDC) (https://catalog.mpcc.edu/

course-catalog/course-descriptions/bldc/)
• Business (BSAD) (https://catalog.mpcc.edu/course-catalog/course-

descriptions/bsad/)
• Business Office Technology (OFFT) (https://catalog.mpcc.edu/

course-catalog/course-descriptions/offt/)
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C
• Career Planning (CAPC) (https://catalog.mpcc.edu/course-catalog/

course-descriptions/capc/)
• Chemistry (CHEM) (https://catalog.mpcc.edu/course-catalog/course-

descriptions/chem/)
• Computer Science (CSCE) (https://catalog.mpcc.edu/course-catalog/

course-descriptions/csce/)
• Criminal Justice (CRIM) (https://catalog.mpcc.edu/course-catalog/

course-descriptions/crim/)
• Custodial and Maintenance Training (CUST) (https://

catalog.mpcc.edu/course-catalog/course-descriptions/cust/)

D
• Dental Assisting (DENT) (https://catalog.mpcc.edu/course-catalog/

course-descriptions/dent/)
• Diesel Technology (DSLT) (https://catalog.mpcc.edu/course-catalog/

course-descriptions/dslt/)

E
• Early Childhood Education (ECED) (https://catalog.mpcc.edu/course-

catalog/course-descriptions/eced/)
• Economics (ECON) (https://catalog.mpcc.edu/course-catalog/

course-descriptions/econ/)
• Education (EDUC) (https://catalog.mpcc.edu/course-catalog/course-

descriptions/educ/)
• Electrical Technology (ELTR) (https://catalog.mpcc.edu/course-

catalog/course-descriptions/eltr/)
• Emergency Medical Training (EMTL) (https://catalog.mpcc.edu/

course-catalog/course-descriptions/emtl/)
• Engineering (ENGR) (https://catalog.mpcc.edu/course-catalog/

course-descriptions/engr/)
• English (ENGL) (https://catalog.mpcc.edu/course-catalog/course-

descriptions/engl/)
• Entrepreneurship (ENTR) (https://catalog.mpcc.edu/course-catalog/

course-descriptions/entr/)

F
• Family and Consumer Sciences (FACS) (https://catalog.mpcc.edu/

course-catalog/course-descriptions/facs/)
• Fire Science Technology (FRST) (https://catalog.mpcc.edu/course-

catalog/course-descriptions/frst/)

G
• Geography (GEOG) (https://catalog.mpcc.edu/course-catalog/

course-descriptions/geog/)
• Graphic Design/Visual Communications (GDVC) (https://

catalog.mpcc.edu/course-catalog/course-descriptions/gdvc/)

H
• Health (HLTH) (https://catalog.mpcc.edu/course-catalog/course-

descriptions/hlth/)
• Heating, Ventilation, and Air Conditioning Technology (HVAC) (https://

catalog.mpcc.edu/course-catalog/course-descriptions/hvac/)
• History (HIST) (https://catalog.mpcc.edu/course-catalog/course-

descriptions/hist/)

• Humanities (HUMS) (https://catalog.mpcc.edu/course-catalog/
course-descriptions/hums/)

I
• Information Technology (INFO) (https://catalog.mpcc.edu/course-

catalog/course-descriptions/info/)

J
• Journalism (JOUR) (https://catalog.mpcc.edu/course-catalog/

course-descriptions/jour/)

L
• Logistics/Materials Management (WARE) (https://catalog.mpcc.edu/

course-catalog/course-descriptions/ware/)

M
• Machine Shop Technology (MACH) (https://catalog.mpcc.edu/

course-catalog/course-descriptions/mach/)
• Mathematics (MATH) (https://catalog.mpcc.edu/course-catalog/

course-descriptions/math/)
• Medical Laboratory Technician (MEDT) (https://catalog.mpcc.edu/

course-catalog/course-descriptions/medt/)
• Music (MUSC) (https://catalog.mpcc.edu/course-catalog/course-

descriptions/musc/)

N
• Nursing (NURS) (https://catalog.mpcc.edu/course-catalog/course-

descriptions/nurs/)
• Nursing Assistant (NURA) (https://catalog.mpcc.edu/course-catalog/

course-descriptions/nura/)

P
• Philosophy (PHIL) (https://catalog.mpcc.edu/course-catalog/course-

descriptions/phil/)
• Physical Education (PHED) (https://catalog.mpcc.edu/course-

catalog/course-descriptions/phed/)
• Physics and Physical Science (PHYS) (https://catalog.mpcc.edu/

course-catalog/course-descriptions/phys/)
• Political Science (POLS) (https://catalog.mpcc.edu/course-catalog/

course-descriptions/pols/)
• Psychology (PSYC) (https://catalog.mpcc.edu/course-catalog/

course-descriptions/psyc/)

R
• Real Estate (REES) (https://catalog.mpcc.edu/course-catalog/

course-descriptions/rees/)

S
• Safety Training (SFTX) (https://catalog.mpcc.edu/course-catalog/

course-descriptions/sftx/)
• Small Engine Mechanics (SENG) (https://catalog.mpcc.edu/course-

catalog/course-descriptions/seng/)
• Sociology (SOCI) (https://catalog.mpcc.edu/course-catalog/course-

descriptions/soci/)
• Spanish (SPAN) (https://catalog.mpcc.edu/course-catalog/course-

descriptions/span/)
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• Speech (SPCH) (https://catalog.mpcc.edu/course-catalog/course-
descriptions/spch/)

T
• Theater (THEA) (https://catalog.mpcc.edu/course-catalog/course-

descriptions/thea/)
• Transportation (TRAN) (https://catalog.mpcc.edu/course-catalog/

course-descriptions/tran/)

U
• Upholstery (UPHR) (https://catalog.mpcc.edu/course-catalog/

course-descriptions/uphr/)

W
• Welding Technology (WELD) (https://catalog.mpcc.edu/course-

catalog/course-descriptions/weld/)
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